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Lessons in Humility from the Book of Daniel - Part 2
Daniel survived death threats, bribery attempts, dirt-digging expeditions, political intrigues, and
persecution and rose to the top of three different administrations under two heathen empires.
What were the inner qualities which Daniel possessed which caused God to bless, favor, protect,
and promote him despite all of this?

Scriptures

OF THE WEEK

In Daniel Chapters 1-4, we see the famous story of how God humbled the proud
Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar in a most extraordinary way while exalting the
humble Daniel who trusted in God and faithfully obeyed him. This is a graphic illustration of the Law of Pride and Humility as taught by Jesus several times; for
example: “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself
will be exalted” (Matthew 23:12 ESV). Other examples of the Law of Pride and
Humility can be found in Luke 14:11 and Luke 18:14.
In Daniel Chapters 5-6, we encounter two more heathen kings (Belshazzar and
Darius) who each discovered the same principle at work in their lives, and in the
life of Daniel.

INSIGHTS FROM DANIEL CHAPTER FIVE
Belshazzar was an arrogant leader who did not realize (until it was too late)
that God was able to apply term limits to the rulership of human kings. Belshazzar was a grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, and should have learned from his
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“Everyone that is proud in
heart is an abomination
to the Lord.”
(Proverbs 16:5)
“The Lord will destroy the
house of the proud.”
Proverbs 15:25
“God resisteth the proud,
but giveth grace unto
the humble.”
James 4:6

grandfather’s mistakes. He was one of two co-regents who
ruled in Babylon after Nebuchadnezzar’s death, and, at the
time of this story, was its acting ruler.
Belshazzar lived as if he were accountable to no one
but himself, but found out the hard way that that this
was not true. One evening, he held “a great feast” (Daniel
5:1) to celebrate his self-indulgent and exorbitant “life at the
top,” to bring glory to himself, and to worship the heathen
“gods” which he believed had given him success, wealth, and
power. In the midst of this feast, which was attended by “a
thousand of his lords” as well as “his princes, his wives, and
his concubines” (Daniel 5:1-2), God executed a judgment
which had been hanging over Belshazzar’s head for quite
some time.
Belshazzar brought the judgment of God upon himself by using his position and privilege to pursue a life of
selfish debauchery. In a display of colossal arrogance and
depraved idolatry, he began drinking from the sacred vessels which had once been used to worship God inside of the
temple in Jerusalem. Here, then, is how the story unfolded:
“That same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and
wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the
wall of the king’s palace” (Daniel 5:5).
The king learned too late that there is a limit to the
amount of immorality and rebellion that God will tolerate in a leader allowed by him to rise to a position of
great power. ”Greatly troubled” by God’s sudden intervention in his life, Belshazzar called for Daniel to interpret the
message written to him upon the wall. No one else in his
administration knew how to read what God was trying to
tell the king (Daniel 5:7-10).

NOTES

Daniel was chosen to advise the king regarding God’s
message to him because he was in touch with God. Listen to what the Queen testified to Belshazzar about Daniel: “There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of
the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom was found in him, like the wisdom of
the gods” (Daniel 5:11).
Daniel could have been influenced by the king’s offer
of honors and a high office, but he turned all of these
down and simply spoke the truth as God gave it to him.
The king promised to make Daniel “the third ruler in the
kingdom” and to clothe him in scarlet with a gold chain
around his neck, but Daniel replied: “Let thy gifts be to
thyself, and give thy rewards to another, yet I will read the
writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation” (Daniel 5:16-17). Daniel’s loyalty was to God first,
and after that to others.
Daniel could have softened his message in order to
win favor with the king, but he did not. Instead, he delivered a stern rebuke recalling how Belshazzar’s grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, had let his wealth and power go to
his head such that “his heart was lifted up, and his mind
hardened in pride” and “he was deposed [by God] from his
kingly throne” (Daniel
God had severely
5:20). He reminded
humbled NebuchadBelshazzar how God
nezzar for seven years
had severely humbled
Nebuchadnezzar for
until he repented and
seven years until he
acknowledged “that
repented and acknowlthe most high God
edged “that the most
ruled in the kingdom
high God ruled in the
of men, and that he
kingdom of men, and
appointeth over it
that he appointeth over
whomsoever he will”
it whomsoever he will”
(Daniel 5:21).
(Daniel 5:21).
Daniel was not afraid to speak truth to power. He delivered the clinching blow to Belshazzar by telling him the
truth about himself in these stinging words: “And thou his
son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though
thou knewest all this; But hast lifted up thyself against the
Lord of heaven.” He further rebuked him for desecrating the
holy vessels from the temple, for worshiping heathen gods,
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and, finally, for stealing glory from God: “And the God in
whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast
thou not glorified”(Daniel 5:22-23).
Daniel unflinchingly delivered to Belshazzar one of
the hardest messages which any man of God could ever
deliver to a ruler. Imagine bringing this message to your
boss, or to the leader of your country: “Your time is up, you
are a failure in the eyes of God, and your position is going
to be given to someone else!” And that, in essence, is what
“MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PERES” (Daniel 5:25)— the
words written on the wall—signified.
Here is what God’s message to Belshazzar meant:
“MENE, MENE” meant “NUMBERED, NUMBERED,”
and signified that the days of Belshazzar’s reign were numbered – and, also, that the days of his life were numbered!
This is a sobering thought, but it applies to all of us as well.
We are all here on earth on temporary assignments.
“TEKEL” is a word which meant “WEIGHED,” and referred to the fact that Belshazzar’s life was weighed in the
scales of God’s judgment and “found wanting” (Daniel
5:27). Though Belshazzar was obviously deserving of the
judgment of God, we should all realize that one day we will
also stand before God to be judged: “As it is appointed unto
men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Hebrews
9:27).
“PERES” meant to “SPLIT UP” or “DISTRIBUTE,” and
denoted that Belshazzar’s kingdom would be taken from
him, divided up, and given to others—in this case, “given
to the Medes and Persians” (Daniel 5:28). History confirms
that this is exactly what happened. The lesson for us from
this should be that all that we possess in this life is only temporary, and will either pass away or be given to others.
True to the Law of Pride and Humility, Daniel was then
exalted, and Belshazzar was humbled. Quite surprisingly,
although Daniel gave him the hard truth, Belshazzar followed through on his promise, made Daniel “the third ruler
in the kingdom,” had him “clothed with purple, and put a
chain of gold about his neck” (Daniel 5:29). This should be
an encouragement to all of us to trust in God, obey whatever
He tells us to do, and trust in Him for the outcome. On the
other hand, that very night, King Darius the Mede invaded

Babylon and entered the king’s palace, and Belshazzar was
slain. The party was over.

INSIGHTS FROM DANIEL CHAPTER SIX
Daniel’s faithfulness to God allowed him to remain in
high office even when a new administration came into
power. Once Belshazzar was removed from office, Daniel
found himself in a “new administration” and a new empire
with a new king, Darius. Once again, Daniel’s humble character, faithfulness to God, and spiritual nature caused him
to be exalted to a high office. He became the “first” of three
“presidents” supervising “a hundred and twenty “princes”
who ruled “over the whole kingdom” (Daniel 6:1-2). God is
looking for people with the same humility, faithfulness, and
dedication to place in positions of authority in his kingdom
(Luke 19:17).
Daniel’s chief qualification for high office was his spiritual connection with God, which caused him to excel in
all that he did. “Daniel was preferred above the presidents
and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the
king thought to set him over the whole realm” (Daniel 6:3).
God is not looking for leaders who serve him in their own
strength, with their own human wisdom, and according
to their own ways; he is in the process of training us all to
serve him in the power of his Spirit, relying upon his divine
wisdom (James 1:5) and doing so according to his ways (I
Kings 2:3).
Due to jealousy, Daniel’s rivals sought to dig up dirt on
him in order to have him removed; because of Daniel’s
stellar character, they were unable to find any. “Then
the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against
Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none
occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was
there any error or fault found in him” (Daniel 6:4). Needless to say, this is one of the most remarkable testimonies in
the Bible, and one which we should all strive to emulate.
A memorable statement concerning this subject comes
from former Wyoming Senator Alan K. Simpson, who once
said: “If you have integrity, nothing else matters. If you don’t
have integrity, nothing else matters.”
Failing to indict Daniel on his conduct as a leader, his
adversaries decided to attack him regarding his faith.
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Their plot was to persecute Daniel “concerning the law of his God” (Daniel 6:5)—
in other words, because of his Biblical belief system and his relationship with God.
Unwittingly, the king signed an edict making it a capital crime to pray to any “God
or man” other than himself. The adversaries knew that Daniel was a man of prayer,
and planned to use this against him (Daniel 6:6-9).
Although Christians are told by Scripture to obey secular authorities (Romans 13:1-7), when man’s laws forbid us to practice our faith, we are obligated “to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). And this is what Daniel did, even
at the risk of his life.
When Daniel’s faith was outlawed, he continued to practice it—not only privately, but in plain sight. “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he
went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem,
he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his
God, as he did aforetime” (Daniel 6:10). In the present day, if having a daily prayer
time with the Lord were outlawed, it wouldn’t affect some Christians greatly; unfortunately, some of us do not make it a priority to pray and spend time with God on
a daily basis. Daniel, on the other hand, had three daily prayer times, and refused to
stop praying even when praying could have resulted in the loss of his life.
Darius, trapped by his own decree, was forced to order Daniel’s execution by lions—but God had other ideas! Daniel’s testimony was so great that
this heathen king fasted and spent a sleepless night hoping that God would rescue
him (Daniel 6:12-19). And God did rescue Daniel; He did so by sending an angel
to protect Daniel from the lions (Daniel 6:22). It is noteworthy that the king had
some faith that God would protect Daniel because Daniel served God “continually”
(Daniel 6:16, 20) and was a “servant of the living God” (Daniel 6:20). The Bible further states that Daniel survived because he had a testimony of “innocency” (Daniel
6:22) and because “he believed in his God” (Daniel 6:23).
Daniel’s walk with God convinced the king that his God was real, and that
God’s kingdom would last forever. Chapter Six concludes with a declaration
from King Darius stating that “the God of Daniel…is the living God” and that “his
kingdom…shall not be destroyed and his dominion shall be even unto the end”
(Daniel 6:26). And, as for Daniel, the Bible says: “So this Daniel prospered in the
reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian” (Daniel 6:28).
Despite the extreme dangers which Daniel faced, his life illustrated the principle that the safest place that a believer can ever be is in the perfect will of God,
serving him wholeheartedly and humbly submitting to him. Daniel lived to be 101
years old and died of old age!

New York

Rev. Walker is affiliated with
New Yorker’s Family Research
Foundation and with Capitol
York
MinistriesNew
of Washington,
D.C.
NEW YORKER’S FAMILY RESEARCH FOUNDATION
Families PASTOR DALE
WALKER | 518-588-8395 | Dale@NewYorkFamilies.org

Families

NEW YORKER’S FAMILY RESEARCH FOUNDATION

Pastor Dale Walker, Chaplain

Greetings!
One of my jobs is to provide
spiritual support, Biblical counsel,
and a pastoral presence to members of the State Legislature.
I have served as a Chaplain for
Hudson Valley Community College,
the Albany Patroons basketball
team, and the Albany County Jail. I
am currently Director of Programs
at the Capital City Rescue Mission.
I have found that people from all
walks of life can benefit from a
personal relationship with God and
a knowledge of the Bible.

Morning Meditation
How would you like to
start your day with an inspirational thought or an
encouraging Scripture to help you
stay close to God? If you send me the
best e-mail address through which
to reach you, you will find spiritual
encouragement waiting for you
every morning to help you begin
your day with God! Just email me at
Dale@NewYorkFamilies.org or “like”
my Facebook page called “Legislative Bible Study,” and you will begin
receiving the “MORNING MEDITATION” right away.
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