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Lessons in Humility from the Book of Daniel
In the first four chapters of the Book of Daniel, the lives of Daniel and three powerful Kings of Babylon offer
graphic depictions of how God humbles leaders who are proud and promotes leaders who are humble.
These are fascinating stories that illustrate some profoundly important Biblical truths.
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INSIGHTS FROM DANIEL CHAPTER ONE
Daniel turned down the perks of his office and purposed to keep his heart
and life pure. Daniel lived in a time when his nation had fallen away from God and
had been severely chastised through military defeat and captivity. He was taken
to Babylon with several other young Jewish men who were placed in a three-year
training program to become servants in the court of the heathen King Nebuchadnezzar.
Daniel was determined to remain faithful to God despite enormous pressures and temptations. When offered some of the “perks” of his position (the
king’s meat and wine), Daniel turned them down (Daniel 1:5-8). Verse eight says
that “Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion
of the king’s meat, not with the wine which he drank.” Instead, he asked for only
vegetables and water. Daniel had very high spiritual standards and was determined
to remain faithful to God despite being in a foreign land surrounded by people who
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“Verily I say unto you, Except
ye be converted, and become
as little children, ye shall not
enter into the kingdom of God.
Whosoever therefore shall
humble himself as this little
child, the same is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven.”
Matthew 18:3-4
“He that is greatest among
you shall be your servant. And
whosoever shall exalt himself
shall be abased; and he that
shall humble himself shall be
exalted.”
Matthew 23:11-12

worshiped other gods. He is mentioned in Ezekiel 14:14
and 14:20 along with Noah and Job as one of three great examples of people who stayed faithful to God despite facing
severe testing and temptation.
Daniel’s godly purity made him an outstanding and
highly desired member of Nebuchadnezzar’s government. At the end of a ten day probationary period, Daniel and his companions were brought before the king who
“found them ten times better” than any of his other trainees (Daniel 1:20). As Daniel kept his life pure, God gave to
him a wisdom greater than any of his contemporaries. The
king said that “among them all was found none like Daniel”
(Daniel 1:19).

INSIGHTS FROM DANIEL CHAPTER TWO

and replacing them when it serves his purposes: “And he
changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and
setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding” (Daniel 2:21). This
truth ought to have inspired caution and humility in Nebuchadnezzar, but (as we shall see) it did not.

INSIGHTS FROM DANIEL CHAPTER THREE
Nebuchadnezzar’s pride caused him to be demoted
by God. Rather than seeing himself as a leader appointed
by God to serve the people, Nebuchadnezzar desired to
be worshipped as a god. In an act of world-class arrogance,
he commanded all of his subjects to bow down to a golden
statue of himself or face execution by being thrown into a
“burning fiery furnace” (Daniel 3:1-6).

Wisdom from God earned Daniel a promotion. When
King Nebuchadnezzar had a troubling dream which no one
else knew about or could understand, Daniel sought God’s
help and was given the correct interpretation (Daniel 2:19
ff). Remarkably, Daniel also was given a prophetic synopsis
of the future of several great kingdoms, including the eventual coming of God’s everlasting kingdom (Daniel 2:44).
As a result of his heaven-sent wisdom, Daniel “was made…
ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the
governors over all the wise men of Babylon” (Daniel 2:48).
The rise and fall of kingdoms and leaders is not random, but is ordained by God. It was also revealed to Daniel that God works in the affairs of men, raising up leaders

NOTES

Daniel’s companions, at the risk of their lives, stayed
true to God; He delivered them because He was with
them in the furnace. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego,
as “servants of the most high God” Daniel 3:26), refused
to bow before Nebuchadnezzar’s gods or to worship his
golden image (Daniel 3:16-18). The king punished them by
throwing them into a furnace, but they came out unharmed;
a fourth man—the form of whom was “like the Son of
God”—was with them (Daniel 3:25). They came through
the fire unscathed!
Their testimony inspired the king to acknowledge the
true God, and he had them promoted in his kingdom.
In Nebuchadnezzar’s own words, “God… delivered his ser-
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vants that trusted him” and “there is no other God that can
deliver after this sort” (Daniel 3:29). Thus, Nebuchadnezzar
ordered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to be protected, and gave them promotions (Daniel 3:30).

DANIEL CHAPTER FOUR
Though Nebuchad“Nebuchadnezzar
nezzar realized that
acknowledged that
God was real and repGod did ‘signs and
resented a kingdom
wonders’ and testisuperior to his own,
fied correctly that
he still needed to be
humbled. Nebuchad‘his kingdom is an
nezzar acknowledged
everlasting kingdom’
that God did “signs
(Daniel 4:2-3), but
and wonders” and
he was still more
testified correctly that
interested in his
“his kingdom is an
personal kingdom
everlasting kingdom”
(Daniel 4:2-3), but he
than in God’s –
was still more interand God knew it.”
ested in his personal
kingdom than in God’s – and God knew it.
God, therefore, sent Nebuchadnezzar another troubling dream to get his attention and to give Daniel
another chance to witness to him. In the dream, Nebuchadnezzar was symbolized by a great tree (Daniel 4:1015) which was cut down to the stump. Daniel told him this
meant that by ”the decree of the most high” (Daniel 4:25),
Nebuchadnezzar’s heart would be “changed” to that of an
animal (Daniel 4:16); for seven years, he would live like an
animal, “dwelling… with the beasts of the field,” and eating
grass like an ox (Daniel 4:25).
The purpose of Nebuchadnezzar’s threatened chastisement was to awaken him to the reality that God rules over
the all of the kingdoms of men. As Daniel said it: “to the
intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and
setteth up over it the basest of men” (Daniel 4:17). It was a
necessary discipline and was to last “till thou know that the
most High ruleth in the kingdom of men” (Daniel 4:25).

The dream was a warning from God to Nebuchadnezzar to repent of his pride. With wise and convicting words,
Daniel counseled Nebuchadnezzar to do this: “Wherefore,
O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break
off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing
mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening of thy tranquility” (Daniel 4:27). The NIV renders it this way: “Renounce
your sins by doing what it right, and your wickedness by being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue.” Nebuchadnezzar was offered the chance
to turn from being a self-centered and power-hungry leader
to a humble servant of those in need. If he had taken this
advice, he might have spared himself seven very humiliating
years.
Given a whole year to repent in advance of God’s
judgment, Nebuchadnezzar nevertheless returned to
his egotistical ways and began openly praising himself.
“At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the
kingdom of Babylon. The king spake and said, Is not this the
great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom
by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty?” (Daniel 4:29-30).
At this point, God’s long-delayed judgment fell upon
Nebuchadnezzar immediately: “While the word was in
the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O
king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is
departed from thee” (Daniel 4:31).
After Nebuchadnezzar had served his full term as a
human “animal”–“till his hairs were grown like eagle’s
feathers, and his nails like bird’s claws”—he returned
to his right mind, both mentally and spiritually. In his
words:
“I lifted up mine eyes to heaven, and mine understanding
returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised
and honoured him that liveth forever, whose dominion is an
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation
to generation. And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and
none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?”
(Daniel 4:34-35).
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Nebuchadnezzar’s chastisement had its intended effect, and he went from
being a proud self-worshiping tyrant to becoming a humble worshiper of the
one true God. As a result, he was restored to his office as king. The story of his conversion concludes with these words: “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and
honour the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and
those that walk in pride he is able to abase”(Daniel 4:37).

POINTS TO PONDER:
(1) How difficult is it to remain humble as a public servant?
(2) What are the hardest pressures and temptations which
elected politicians face?
(3) How important is it for a public servant to keep a pure heart and live
a pure life?
(4) What helps you to stay true to your convictions in a
high-pressure political environment?
(5) How would you answer the question “Who are you living for?”
(6) Do you see yourself as a servant of God? How does this impact the way that
you perform your duties?
(7) Do you regularly seek God’s guidance and strength in order to do your job?
(8) What advice would you give to other Christians who are called to serve as
legislators?

Pastor Dale Walker, Chaplain

Greetings!
One of my jobs is to provide
spiritual support, Biblical counsel,
and a pastoral presence to members of the State Legislature.
I have served as a Chaplain for
Hudson Valley Community College,
the Albany Patroons basketball
team, and the Albany County Jail. I
am currently Director of Programs
at the Capital City Rescue Mission.
I have found that people from all
walks of life can benefit from a
personal relationship with God and
a knowledge of the Bible.
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How would you like to
start your day with an inspirational thought or an
encouraging Scripture to help you
stay close to God? If you send me the
best e-mail address through which
to reach you, you will find spiritual
encouragement waiting for you
every morning to help you begin
your day with God! Just email me at
Dale@NewYorkFamilies.org or “like”
my Facebook page called “Legislative Bible Study,” and you will begin
receiving the “MORNING MEDITATION” right away.
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