TO: LEGISLATORS | FROM: PASTOR DALE WALKER | 518-588-8395 | dale@newyorkfamilies.org

Welcome to the Front Lines!
With a New Year and a new Legislative Session underway, are you ready for the battle of ideas,
political philosophies, worldviews and conflicting ideologies to begin? Do you know where you
stand, whom you represent, and why?
If you find it stressful to be caught in the crossfire between competing opinions, belief systems,
and political constituencies, you are not alone!
This situation is as old as the human race itself.
It began with Adam, the world’s first “governor,”
appointed by God to “have dominion over” the
whole Earth (Genesis 1:28). His failure, under
pressure, has resulted in the chaos and disorder
which has characterized the sorry state of the human race.
Adam was placed in a perfect world with a perfect mate and a chance to enjoy the matchless blessings of God forever. He was also given
a very simple instruction from God (“[O]f the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat”), and was warned that disobedience would bring dire consequences
(“[T]hou shalt surely die”)(Genesis 2:17). Tragically, Eve, and then Adam, bit into a lie
which has been the downfall of the human race ever since. The lie is that man can govern
himself successfully without the wisdom and guidance of God, and without adherence to
the instructions given to him in the Word of God. The rest of human history has been man’s
experiment in trying to find a “better way” to live than that which God has ordained.
What happened to Adam? He found himself sandwiched between the instructions God
had given him and the desire of his wife to explore options outside of God’s will. Understandably, this was not a comfortable place for Adam to be. If he had argued with Eve, who
knows what might have happened? She might have accused him of being authoritarian, of
not caring about her needs or of holding her back from fulfilling her desires. On the other
hand, if his faith had been strong, he might have convinced her that rebelling against God
was not a good idea. It would have been an interesting dialogue.
Unfortunately, in Adam’s case, there was no dialogue. There were no reasoned arguments.
There were no prayers for guidance, or for the courage to stand for God against the lies of
the devil. Adam was not “valiant for the truth” as God wants His people to be ( Jeremiah
9:3). He simply gave in. The faulty reasoning of his wife that breaking free from God’s restrictions would produce a better life prevailed.
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Scriptures

OF THE WEEK

“As for God, his way
is perfect.”
Psalm 18:30
“Do not let this Book of
the Law depart from your
mouth; meditate on it
day and night, so that
you may be careful to do
everything written in it.
Then you will be prosperous and successful.”
Joshua 1:8 (NIV)

Just as Adam found himself caught between conflicting voices
and ideologies, political leaders will often find themselves caught
in the middle of the ongoing dispute between God and the desires
of people to live free from the restrictions of His laws and commandments. As it was for Adam, this is not always a comfortable
place to be; however, since the consequences of rebellion against
God are great both for individuals and for a society, the role of
godly leaders can be pivotal!
Jesus described this rebellion of
human beings against their Creator
in the following parable:
“A certain nobleman went into
a far country to receive for himself
a kingdom, and to return. And he
called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto
them, Occupy till I come. But his citizens hated him, and sent a message
[or delegation] after him, saying, We
will not have this man to reign over
us” (Luke 19:12-14).

decline in every area and, eventually, in destruction of horrific
proportions.

Some strong spiritual leaders and reformers (Moses, Joshua,
David, Ezra, Nehemiah, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah,
etc.) were able to raise the nation’s moral and spiritual climate to
a higher level. Others found themselves to be in a “moral minority” – rejected, viewed as enemies of the public good, persecuted,
mocked, and even killed. Jeremiah,
for example, found God’s viewpoint
so unwelcome that he was lowered
If you are engaged in governinto a mud-filled well and left to die
ment affairs at this time in
( Jeremiah 38:6).

history, you are on the front
lines of a battle that has been
raging since the creation of
man. It is a battle between
the authority of God and the
authority of man. In this battle, much is at stake.

The “nobleman” or “man of noble
birth” (NIV) in this story is Jesus,
who went to heaven awaiting the time of His return to set up His
everlasting Kingdom upon the earth. During the interval between
His first coming and Second Coming, Jesus entrusted man to govern himself according to the laws and principles of God’s Word.
How did His “citizens” respond?
1) “They hated him.” The Greek word miseo means denounced,
renounced, detested, or persecuted.
2) They sent a “delegation” after him” (Luke 19:14, NIV).
3) The delegation presented this message: “We don’t want this
man to be our king” (Luke 19:14, NIV).

And the same battle continues
today. Many of the conflicts we
read about in the news, in blogs,
and in editorials are simply a modern replaying of this age-old contest
between God’s righteousness and
man’s “rights,” God’s commands
and man’s demands. Although there
are many different venues in which
this battle of beliefs and allegiances
takes place (e.g., the mass media,
the educational system, etc.), the
political arena is one in which that battle occupies center stage; in
politics and government, the intersection between the will of God
and the will of the people is found. In politics, there are some brave
souls who dare to represent God, and there are also “delegations”
that oppose and even detest the values for which God stands. The
Bible tells us that in the Last Days, this battle will intensify and is
to be expected (Matthew 24:3-29; II Timothy 3:1-4, 13).

NOTES

Representing God’s values before a fallen human race is not always a path to popularity. This battle of competing ideas is the
main theme of virtually the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and there is never an era in Biblical history or the history
of mankind where it does not appear. All of Israel’s leaders from
patriarchs to prophets, priests and kings faced this same question:
“Which voice should we follow?” Sometimes, they chose well,
and their nation experienced spiritual, economic, and military
blessing. At other times, they chose poorly, resulting in national
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So, how does a Christian legislator survive on the front lines?
Here are some strategies:
(1) Familiarize yourself with the Word of God.
Many of the key issues being debated in our society today are actually theological in nature and hearken back to the temptation of
Adam and Eve. Such questions include:
• Does God have man’s best interests in mind, or is he a cosmic
killjoy, withholding areas of fulfillment which man should
be able to explore?
• Does God know what He’s talking about? Or are people capable of rising above God?
• Is the Bible truly the Word of God? Has God clearly communicated His will to man on moral issues? Or is man free
to make up his own definitions of right and wrong?
• Are there moral absolutes, or do moral standards change as
society changes?
• Are there serious consequences for individuals and societies
that rebel against God’s moral standards? Or should we just
say “Live and let live!”
• Which is the best path to happiness–living according to
God’s laws and principles, or ignoring them and doing that
which seems to promise us the most pleasure?
Eve’s theology was deficient. She wrongly believed that God’s
restrictions were suffocating, and that freeing herself from them
would produce a better life. Millions of people in today’s society
believe the same thing. What do you believe? How solid is your
theology? How well do you understand what the Bible teaches
about these crucial issues? Are your beliefs based upon tradition,
or upon a knowledge of God’s Word and a firm belief that it is
true?

(2) Ask God for wisdom and guidance in making decisions.
Not every legislative issue can be decided solely by referring to
Scripture. Like David, leaders should pray: “Teach me thy way,
O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies”
(Psalm 27:11), and “Cause me to know the way wherein I should
walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee”(Psalm 143:8b). Solomon,
faced with the unenviable task of governing Israel, prayed, “Give
me an understanding heart so that I can govern your people well
and know the difference between right and wrong. For who by
himself is able to govern this great people of yours” (I Kings 3:9,

NLT)? James wrote: “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will
be given to you” ( James 1:5, NIV).

(3) Settle in your heart the question of who you work for.
Are you working for yourself and the advancement your own career? Are you serving the people of your district and working to
implement the things that they desire? Are you functioning as a
member of political party and voting the party line? Or are you a
servant of God raised up by Him to bring righteous principles to
the government in which you serve for the good of your state and
nation? The Bible strongly declares that serving God is primary
when it says:
• God “controls the course of world events; he removes kings
and sets up other kings. He gives wisdom to the wise and
knowledge to the scholars” (Daniel 2:21, NLT).
• “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.
For there is no authority except from God, and those that
exist have been instituted by God” (Romans 13:1, ESV).
• “The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good…”
(Romans 13:4, NLT). Every government leader is, in a way
an “ordained minister” since he or she is a “minister of God”
who is “ordained of God” (Romans 13:4; 13:1, KJV).

(4) Have an eternal perspective on what you are doing.
Realize that this brief life we live on the Earth is fleeting, and that
what counts most, in the end, is our relationship with God, our
obedience to Him and the rewards we will receive in the next life
for faithfully serving Him. It is better to be unsuccessful in a righteous cause than successful in a wrong one. Whatever treatment
we experience in this world, we are here to represent the eternal
Kingdom of God—not transient personal or political interests
which will one day have no meaning at all when we stand before
God at his judgment seat (II Corinthians 5:10). Never cast a vote
that you would have a hard time explaining to Jesus.

(5) Popularity is not an adequate guide to decision-making.
The false prophets in Israel’s history were always popular, but their
capitulations to the desires of the people plunged their nation into
its destruction.
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(6) Be courageous and fight the good fight of faith, knowing that your
reward in heaven is sure.
Leaders have always been on the front lines, and leaders have always faced opposition and
even persecution. But to all of these obstacles, the Apostle Paul said a big “So what?” when
he declared: “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself,
so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the
Lord Jesus” (Acts 20:24). At the end of his life, Paul wrote: “I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day--and not
only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing” (II Timothy 4:7-8, NIV).

(7) Remember that God’s ways are the truly the best ways to live. They work!
(a) God’s ways work for individuals, producing peace, joy, fulfillment, and success when
followed. Proverbs 8:32a says, “Blessed are they that keep my ways”; the RSV translation
of the same verse begins “Happy are those who keep my ways...” The Message translation
renders it: “My dear friends, listen carefully; those who embrace these my ways are most
blessed…Blessed the man, blessed the woman, who listens to me. When you find me, you
find life, real life…” (Proverbs 8:32-35). Eve’s rebellion did NOT produce a better life or a
better world. There are real consequences when people choose to violate the laws of God.
The Message continues with this warning: “But if you wrong me, you damage your very
soul; when you reject me, you’re flirting with death” (Proverbs 8:36).
(b) God’s ways work for nations. Living according to God’s ways and principles will
bring blessing to a nation. When Israel walked with God their nation became the richest,
most powerful and most successful nation on earth. “Doing what is right [righteousness]
makes a nation great,” Proverbs 14:34 declares, “but sin will bring disgrace to any people.”
(EXB). Just as sin (rebellion against God and His ways) did not improve the lives of Adam
and Eve, it will not ever improve the life of a nation.
Christians who fight to uphold godly principles do not do so out of hatred for those
who believe differently. They do it to save people and to save their nation from the misery,
destruction, and even death, which sin ultimately produces (Romans 6:23; Psalm 16:4).
This does not stem from an arrogant belief that we are better than others, but from a
humble conviction that it is God who knows what is best for all of us! God’s ways are not
just “better” than our ways, but, coming from an infinitely holy, all-wise and perfectly loving Creator, they are “perfect” (David wrote: “The law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul” (Psalm 19:7)). We would all do well to pay attention to them.
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Pastor Dale Walker, Chaplain

Greetings!
One of my jobs is to provide
spiritual support, Biblical counsel,
and a pastoral presence to members of the State Legislature.
I have served as a Chaplain for
Hudson Valley Community College,
the Albany Patroons basketball team,
and the Albany County Jail. I am
currently Director of Programs at
the Capital City Rescue Mission.
I have found that people from all
walks of life can benefit from a
personal relationship with God and
a knowledge of the Bible.

NEED PRAYER?
As a part of my ministry it is
my privilege to pray for our legislators, their families and members of their staff. I have a Team
of over 40 people who will join
me in praying for any request that
comes through this e-mail address:
Dale@NewYorkFamilies.org
Your names and personal information will be kept private when I
pass along your prayer requests to
my Prayer Team. Be assured that
prayer works! I have found this to be
true in my over 30 years as a pastor.
It will be my delight to pray for you!
4

